
 

Toba Abdelshafi Yacob 

A strategic expert in peacebuilding and conflict resolution, and a political figure with extensive field and academic experience in 

sustainable development and democratic transition in Sudan. He combines a strong academic background—holding two Master’s 

degrees from Brandeis University in the United States, in Sustainable International Development and Conflict Resolution—with a 

distinguished record in field and political work. 

 

He was among the founders of the Sudan Liberation Movement and represented it in all major rounds of peace negotiations since 2003, 

which gave him a precise understanding of the complexities of the Sudanese crisis. His expertise is further enriched by his work in the 

Political Affairs Department of the African Union and as a consultant to international organizations. 

He is committed to employing his academic knowledge and his negotiation and political experience to advance comprehensive peace, 

promote peaceful coexistence, and lay the foundations for equitable development across Sudan. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

  
Participation in Peace Negotiations  

(as representative of the Sudan Liberation Movement): 

• Doha Negotiations, Qatar (2010) 

• Addis Ababa Negotiations, Ethiopia (2009) 

• Abuja Negotiations, Nigeria (2005) 

• N’Djamena Negotiations, Chad (2004) 

• Abéché Negotiations, Chad (2003) 

 

Participation in International Conferences and 

Workshops: 

• Lund Conference, Sweden: on armed conflicts in the Horn 

of Africa and their environmental impact 

• Libya Conference: on the Sudanese crisis (2004) 

• Donors’ Conference, Oslo, Norway (2004) 

 

Negotiations and International Engagements 
Education and Academic 
Qualifications 

• M.A. in Sustainable International 

Development (SID), Brandeis 

University, Massachusetts, USA 

 

• M.A. in Conflict Resolution and 

Coexistence (COEX), Heller 

School for Social Policy and 

Management, Brandeis University, 

Massachusetts, USA 

 

• B.A., University of Juba (1996) 

 

Professional Experience and Political & Leadership Activities 

• Research Fellow – Rift Valley Institute (RVI): Political researcher and analyst 

specializing in Sudan and the Horn of Africa; contributed to in-depth research 

and reports on conflict dynamics, peace processes, and governance 

• Independent Consultant in Conflict Analysis and Peacebuilding: Provided 

specialized consultancy for several international NGOs (INGOs) and UN 

agencies, focusing on security assessments, the design of coexistence 

programs, and analysis of conflict roots in Darfur and neighboring regions 

• Political Affairs Officer – African Union (AU) (2018): Served in the Political 

Affairs Department of the AU Commission, with focus on human rights, peace, 

and security issues in the region 

• Chairman – Sudan Liberation Movement (Ahmed Abdel Shafie faction) 

(2006) 

• Co-founder and senior leader – Sudan Liberation Movement 

• Chairman – Jebel Marra Students’ Association at universities and higher 

institutes (1997–2000) 

• Secretary-General – African National Front (ANF), University of Juba 

(1997–2000): A senior leadership role in student activism at the time 

 


